


YEAR 7 STUDENT’S TRANSITION TO HIGH SCHOOL

This Yyear over 100 students begam *heir]oumeﬂ at Mount A/verniol, ma/e/'ng *hejump from
year 6 to Year I A number of anonymous year | students were asked about their

fransition in an interview and these are some of the most common responses 9iven

Did you have any

concerns before moving

fo Mount Alvernia
Co//ege?

1 felt mixture of nervousness and excitement. But | was

also worried about H)ings like friena’shi/o groups, classes,
and geHing lost”

T was mos*/y worried about ﬁna/ing my way around the
school, and Pov‘enfia//y /osing the friends | made o/ur/'ng

H)e seven years Of Primary SChOO/

How do you feel after
the transition?

‘Now | mosHy feel settled in, but ['m still

WOFFied a[oomt C/OISSQS OIHd Hwe WOF/Q/OOIGI. "

, "/ fee/ /DreHy gOOC/, because / 0/0V)'7L ge* /OS')L as VV)MCh."

"/ /OV@ I7L, as / fee/ /I/QQ /'ve rea//y goHen 7LO /QV)OW my
+€0ICL)€FS, OIV)G/ fe//ow S*MC/@VNLS."
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NEW TEACHERS AT MT A

There was a /arge number of new 7Leaching and su,u,uorvt staff that joinea/ the Mount Alvernian
Communhly this year. All the students know what it is like fo be a new at this co//ege, whether H)ey

joined n year 1 or in another year... but what H)ey don't know is what it is like to be a new feacher
at this school

/n*roc/ucing...
Mr. Breingam, Dean of Administration

Why did you decide to come to Mount Alvernia?

| came to Mount Alvernia Co//ege because it was fime for a change. | had been at my Inrevious school

for 9 years, and when my a/augh*er finished year 12 there, | decided that it was the rigﬁnl fime for

the move. When | saw Hwejo[o advertisment fo come work at this school as the Dean of

Ac/minisfrmtion, | decided +o app/y as it was exacf/y the kind ofjob that | have exlperience in.. and
here | am *oday.

What do You find ditffers most at Mount Alvernia, com/uarec/ fo your Iurevious school?

The most obvious difference, is that this is an a//—gir/s school and | came from a co-ed school

What is Your favorite Hn'ng about Mount Alvernia?

The sense of communi*g here. Everyone ['ve met is so we/coming and friena//y. From the staff, fo the

s*uc/en*s, as We// as H)e IDOH’@VHLS. / OI/SO 0IPPF€C[0I7L€ 7%0I7L we have a COI'F@ (LOI CMCiVWI) 7%0I7L serves gOOd
CO'F{‘QQ here 7L00.

How /ong did it take for You fo feel fu//y settled in?

No#t /ong at all rea//_Lj, Iprobab/_nj on my first a’a_L/ here in the ho/ia/ays | felt welcomed. and it didn't take /ong
for me to feel settled into my role.

BY: ALANA NIELSEN



THE BURNING QUESTION FROM THE YEAR 7 STUDENTS
IS....
WHAT IS CULTURAL FESTIVAL?

This is the burning cluesﬁon from the year I's for the issue, as a number of our new students have heard vague
references fo Mount Alvernian Cultural Festival Despi?‘e as/eing around a number of them had fair/y hazy ideas about
what the ala_cj rea//y involved and what happens .. so sit back and ery'oy Cultural Festival exlo/aineo/ in less than 10 minutes.

| know that | can slpea/e for most of the student body when | say that the Cultural Festival is the high/ighf of the year.
But what is i+ you may ask.. Culture Fest celebrates the cultural a/ivershty of our school communi*_(j, house sp/'rht, and the
Feast Dory of Saint Francis of Assisi

The morning usua//y kicks off with a specia/ feast a/ay mass, organisea’ by the Little Flower Church, a/ong with the
extensive /o/anning of the Lhtur_qy committee, Mr Eogusz and a multitude of other staff members. Throughomt the rest of
the o/ay there are many activities and compe?thtions fo ge* involved in, such as the cake a’ecora*ing comp, refro costume
pamde, face /oain*ing, floral crown creation and the chocolate toss. Not to mention the /o/eﬂwm of Ferformances
*hroughou* the day, like the Rock Band on the Ruins and the showcase concert. During the a’ay there is usua//y a number
of food trucks and other food and beverage vendors on campus, where you can Purchase a wide array of items too.

It is very clear to see that everyone ge?ts into the school spirht na varie*y of ways, especia//y the teachers. They rea//y
pu// out all the s*olps with some amazing costumes in their house colours, or other costumes in line with the theme. When

7%2_(/ arerﬁt bMSy ensuring 7%@7L 7%8 a/ay Is running SVYIOO'HJ/H, 7%2 7Leachers and 07%2" STLG'ICI( members wana/er around,

spem/ing time with students by Ivar?‘icipaﬁng n many activities, and even par*icipmting in the costume Pamde.

The Battle of the Houses is a major event towards the conclusion of the a/ay, and is an ulfimate c/is’p/ay of house spirht,
and even the teachers ge* involved The air was thick with tension, compe*i?tion, excitement, and suspense, when the
winning house of the battle was announced. Watch out next year Greccio, the other houses are coming back with a

renewea/ hunger 7(0"' ViC?LOFy./ IV) 0’//, 7%6 CIOIH was a 7L07L01/ success, 7%0!”/?8 7LO everyone WhO con*ribu*ed.

BY: GRACE MANGANO



CULTURAL FESTIVAL PICS FROM PREVIOUS YEARS




MOUNT ALVERNIA 2024 SWIMMING CARNIVAL!

‘Inferhouse ac*ivi*g is a wonderful way for students to engage with each other in
the most Poshlive Hw'ng of all spor*" Ms. Lucina.

When it's hot and s*ic/ey, why shouldnt we have a swimming carnivall As we reached the
end of the month, and therefore the end of summer.. Mount Alvernia hosted another
swimming carnival. Held at the Cen*emry Pool the swimming carnival has been a Par* of

Mount Alvernia's his*ory since 1118, when the co//ege was compe*ing, and Winning the

Inferschool Swimm/ng Carnival Pre/pamf/'on for this day started in ferm &+ of 2023 with the
[ooo/eing of the venue, buses, and first aid kits by the wonderful slpomts office statf. The

swimming carnival is not on/y a break from the routine school a/ay but also a chance +o gain

nd of

-

house PO[H?LS, breal@ 0(47[ Ofyour COVH‘FO"* zone, and ma/?e a /ﬂS?L SID
R P zvb: el A’ay N

i | summer.

L

But before the swimming carnivals starts, there are the Mona/ay races. On Fe[oruary [01h,
as the s/ey drizzled down c/rolp/efs of rain, par*icipa*ing students were Jumping info the poo/
for the re/ay races. Each swimmer s*riving fo gain enough Poimts fo ge+ their house a
winning head start, whilst be/’ng motivated b_(j the cheers and chants of their friends and
houses. Fina//y, the afternoon was over and the results from their hard work were n, with
Perugia in the lead and Greccio 7Lai/in9 last. Was this a Preg/ic*ion of the winning order for

the carnival or would the fide change?

BY: GABRIELA GONZALEZ-GIBB



Yet change can On/-tj come with parficipaﬁon. [t takes Iomvery fo ge* involved, especia//y n
activities that are outside of your comfort zone, Pushing you Pas* your limit. "Students
migH feel vulnerable PuHing themselves out there, in a lane, in a lnoo/, but Mount Alvernia,
and our carnivals are safe spaces" Ms. Licina, the head of Greccio house, states. S,Dea/eing
with /oass/on, j| FWL myse/{ in vulnerable situations regu/ar/y. To gd out of my comfort zone
into my growﬂw zone. But what ha/ppens when you take that S7Le/0’ fo be a/aring and
fearless, and what do you gain? Ms. Lucina answered this as well it is my holpe that the
effort it takes fo /omt yourse/f out there, is rewarded by the c/alps and the cheer of your
house, ma/eing that wi//ingness to be vulnerable worthwhile”

So when, the awaited alay came around, the Fric/ay fm‘igue was nowhere fo be seen as the
school was a Pama/e of brigH colours and excitement. We flowed to the stadium seH/ing
down to watch the year 1 run to their first -Mount A- 50 meters races. Cheering and
ye//ing like banshees for our houses, hoping our s/pirf and determination will be enough fo
Ipush our house to the final winning three. Wa%ching the grao/umting year strut in their

costumes. Damaging our vocal cords in the house cheer and mcing fo the cantine before all
the best food is bougH out. Followed by the nove/*y events like ratt and marathon races,
and water Ino/o. Not to mention, the way the students were ecstatic when H»ey won the

feacher versus student race eslpecia//y with the spom‘s feachers lmrﬁcipm‘ing. And our
energy was endless all H;roughou% the a/ay. M/ﬁma*e/g, the a/ay reached its close, and
everyone waited at the eo/ge of their semts, as Ms. Ferguson announced the winning house

for the 2024 swimming carnival. which was.. Perugia././

S/uggish/y, we /oi/ea’ onto the bus home, the adrenaline having worn off and exhaustion
seHing in. And when we reached school students were /-Ljiﬂg on their /oags, hats, and friends
as Hw_(j waited for the 300/9}4’) bell o ring. Satistied as another carnival as Passeo/ n
success.

BY: GABRIELA GONZALEZ-GIBB



BOOK REVIEWS
THE TOP RECCOMENDED BOOK OF THE ISSUE IS...

LISA FULLER

PROA A
(host Bird is the haun*ing fale of native Australian fwins Laney and S?Lacey Thomson and

the events that follow the mysvlerious c/isappeamnce of laid-back twin, Lamey. The s*ory
follows S*acey, who, ever since her sister went missing, exlneriencea/ vivid nigh*mares that
seem 1o mirror what her sister is exlper/encing in real fime. S*acey, +ogev%er with cousins Rhi
and Bobby, and a fami/y rival. Sam Miller, go on the hunt for any%ing that could reveal
what halnpenea/ to her twin.

The tale was engaging and felt realistic, since | hadn't exID/oreo/ an A/oorigina/ Australian
Perslnem[ive before in a book. | Inersona//y rea//y enjoyea/ the heartfelt scenes with Sam Miller
and his aunt, Mad May, that were sprinkled throughout the more desperate moments. It was
an increa/ib/_(f gri/o/oing narrative that /ee/mL me wona/ering it S*acey would ge?t caugH, or if she

would find her sister before it was too late. However, there were moments when the s*ory
felt like it was going nowhere, such as in*erroga*ing Lamey's boyfriena’ and the “school

Frojecf". | would a/efinife/y recommend it to young—aa/u/v‘ or even an adult audience, due to it's
somewhat thriller themes and superna*um/ 'an*agonisf. A very s%rong 1/10 from mel
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BOOK REVIEWS y
FANTASY EDITION

With Jus7L one sfelp, six*een—year—o/d Alexandra Jennings' world changes-—/ifera//y.
Dreaa’ing her first a/a_tj at a new school, Alex is stunned when she walks Hn*ough a
c/oorwa_tj and finds herself stranded in Medora, a farntasy world full of imlpossi[oi/ifies.
Despera*e fo return home, she learns that on/y a man named Professor Marselle can
he/,D her... but he's missing. While Waifing for him to reappear, Alex attends Akarnae
Acaa/emg, Medora's looara/ing school for feenagers with ex*raoro/inary giﬁs. She soon
_ starts fo ery'oy her bizarre new world and the friends who embrace her as one of their
own, but sframge fhings are ha/ulnening at Akarnae, and Alex can't ignore her fear that

some*hing unexlbecfea/... someﬂ)ing sinister... is /ooming. An unwi//ing pawn n a a’eaa’/y

90”’)’)2, A/ex's shou/o/ers bear fhe CFMShiﬂg welgH 07[ an emlire mce's SMFViVOI/. 07)/_(] she

can save H)e Mea/orans, bbﬂt whml I7[ dOng N IDI’eVQVHLS her 'FI"OVY) ever refurning home?

Will Alex risk her enfire world--and maybe even her life--to save Medora?

Shiori'anma, the on/y lyrincess of Kimta, has a secret. Forbidden magic runs in her

veins. And on the morning of her betrothal ceremony, Shiori loses control At first, her

4 nistake seems like a stroke of luck, fores*a//ing the Weda/ing she never wanted but it

¢ RIMSON also catches the attention of Raikama, her s*elpmoﬂ)er.
“"\ ; A sorceress in her own rigH, Raikama banishes the young princess, furning her brothers
i e M Aﬂ-« info cranes, and Warning Shiori that she must sloea/e of it to no one: for with every word
that escapes her /i/gs, one of her brothers will die. Penni/ess, voice/ess, and a/one, Shiori
K L - searches for her brothers, and uncovers a dark conspiracy fo seize the throne.

ELIZ =T m On/y Shiori can set the /eingdom fo righ?ts, but to do so she must Ip/ace her trust in a paper
bird, a mercurial c/mgon, and the very Iooy she fougﬁnl so hard not 1o marry. And she must

embrace the magic she's been faugﬁnt all her life fo contain - no matter what it costs.

BY: GRACE MANGANO



BOOK REVIEWS
FANTASY EDITION

Se//y has salt water in her veins. So when her father leaves her hlgh and a/ry in the Ipom‘
of Kir/epoo/, she has no infention of ria/ing out the winter at home while he sails off fo
adventure. But any p/ams fo follow him are dashed when a handsome s*mnger with fell-

New York Times bestselling aut!

lling author
AM;_E KAUFMAN

fale magician's marks on his arm commandeers her shilg. He is Prince Leander of Alinor
\d and he needs o cross the Crescent Sea without defection so he can comlp/e*e a ritual on
the sacred Isles of the Gods. Se//y has no desire 1o escort a slooi/ec/ ’Drince an_(jwhere, and
no time for his entitled demands or his gooa/ looks. But what starts as a leisure cruise will
lead 1o acts of treason and sheer ferror on the high seas, bringing fwo countries to the
brink of war, two sfromgers closer than H)ey ever H;ougH Fossib/e and sv‘irr/ng fwo

a/amgerous gOdS 'FI"OVV’ cen*uries 07[ s/wn/oer...

For generaﬁons, Glead/_tj storms have ravageo/ Mina's homeland. Her Peolp/e believe the Sea
Goa/, once their Prm‘emtor, now curse them with death and des,aair. To appease him, each
year a maiden is thrown info the sea, In the holoes that one dag the ‘true bride will be

o s chosen and end the suffering

’ : ‘ é}’% ‘ Momy believe Shim Cheong - Mina's brother's beloved - to be the /egena/ary true bride. But
| 5\. ’ Tﬁ{f 8 | on the nigﬁn‘ Cheong is sacrificed Mina's brother follows her, even /enowing that to
%o FiL w" inferfere is a death sentence. To save her brother, Mina throws herself info the water in

Cheong's stead
Swefﬂt away fo the Slbirht Realm, a magica/ cif_(] of lesser goo/s and myﬂwica/ beasts, Mina

‘ finds the Sea Goa/, fralolaea/ in an enchanted s/ee/a. With the he/P of a mys*erious Young
\:‘%;Ag' man and a mmt/ey crew of demons, gods and spirhts, Mina sets out o wake him and laring
an end 1o the storms once and for all

But she doesn't have much fime: a human cannot live /ong in the land of the sluiri*s. And
there are those who would do ang*hing fo /eee/o the Sea God from wa/eing N .
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BOOK REVIEWS
LIFE STORIES AND HISTORY EDITION

Eddie Jaku a/ways considered himself a German firs*, a Jew second. He was Prouo/ of
his coun*ry. But all of that changec/ on 9 November 1938, when he was beaten,
arrested and taken to a concentration camp. Over the next seven years, Eddie faced
unimaginab/e horrors every a’ay, first in Buchenwald, then in Auschwitz, then on the
Nazi death march. He lost fami/y, friends, his coum‘ry. Because he survived, Eddie made
% t \ the vow fo smile every a/ay. He pays tribute to those who were lost by *e//ing his s*ory,

\'1;11.1 nnl.lﬂn‘lth sharing his wisdom and /iving his best lgossib/e life. He now believes he is the 'ha/o/oiesf

EODIERU man on earth

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Va//ey in Pakistan, one gir/ spo/ee out. Malala
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fougH for her rigH to an education.

On Tuesa/ay, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost Ioaid the ultimate /orice. She
was shot in the head at poim‘-b/an/e range while ria’ing the bus home from school and few
expec*ea/ her 1o survive.

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an ex*raordinary journey from a
remote va//ey in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At

sixteen, she became a g/oba/ symbo/ of Ineacefu/ Prm‘es?‘ and the younges* nominee ever for
the Nobel Peace Prize.
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?TATTOOED In 1942 eleven year old Emil Braun cheated death when he escalped the clutches of the

& FLOWER ‘i&h {: Nazis. Mamy years later, after ma/eing a new life for himself in Australia, Emil and his
AMEMOIR £l -
”i L L £ daugh?ter‘ Suzg face the grem‘esvt trial of all..

BY: GRACE MANGANO
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